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The themes of “A and P” and “Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket” are different in that “A and P” main character, Sammy, makes a foolish decision and in “Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket” the main character realizes his life is more important than his job. Both stories deal with choices about one’s profession. “My stomach kind of fell as I felt how hard the world was going to be hereafter.” This quotation appears just after Sammy decides to quit his store clerk position at the A and P. “It sailed out into the night and out of his life. Tom Beneche burst into laughter and then closed the door behind him.” This quote, from the end of “Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket,” illustrates how Tom realizes his life is more important than his work.

“In walks these three girls in nothing but bathing suits.” This represents a difference in the theme of the stories. For most of the story Sam is watching these 3 girls. There is never any sense of danger in this short story. “And a violent instantaneous explosion of absolute terror roared through him.” This quote displays how “Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket” includes a very dangerous event in Tom’s life in which he almost perishes. 

In conclusion,  the similarity between “A and P” and “Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket” is that in  both short stories the main character realizes that his job is not incredibly important in his life. The difference between the stories is that “Contents of a Dead Man’s Pocket” focuses on a life threatening event that happens to a middle aged guy while he is at work,  and “A and P” is about a 19 year old who irrationally quits his job. 

